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Minutes of the February 16, 2022 

The State of Ohio Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors’ 

Preneed Recovery Fund Committee 

 

Wednesday, February 16, 2022 
 
10:00 a.m. 
 
Pursuant to Section 4717.03 (A) of the Ohio Revised Code, the State of Ohio Board of 
Embalmers and Funeral Directors’ Preneed Recovery Fund Committee convened in Room 
#1960 on the 19th floor of the Vern Riffe Center for Government and the Arts located at 77 
South High Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215 for its regular meeting to discuss the Committee’s 
business. 
 
1. Convening of the Committee – Chairperson Horne 
 
Calling of the Roll 
 
Chairperson George Horne, II called the meeting to order at 10:14 a.m.  Executive Director of 
the Board Cheryl Grossman took roll call for the meeting.  The following committee members 
were in attendance of the meeting: 
 
Amanda E. Crates; George Horne, II; Edward C. Nurre, Jr. 
 
Thomas Taneff was absent from the meeting.  Mr. Taneff ‘s absence was known in advance 
and thus excused. 
 
The following personnel of the Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors were also in 
attendance: Jon Rettig, Adriana Sfalcin and William Wappner, board members; Derek Bogner, 
preneed compliance administrator/analyst; Kim Bourk, Kim Grossman, Melissa Keefer and 
Jarrod Williams of the board office.  Board Counselor Senior Assistant Attorney General 
Stephanie Slone was also in attendance.  
 
Also present was Cathy Elkins of Funeral Consumers Alliance of Central Ohio. 
 
Chairperson Horne welcomed all to the committee meeting. 
 
Mr. Horne stated that the first item on the meeting agenda was consideration of the previous 
month’s committee meeting minutes.  Mr. Horne asked committee members if all had an 
opportunity to review the meeting minutes.  There was a consensus among committee 
members that all had read the meeting minutes. 
 
George Horne moved for the Committee to approve providing a recommendation to the 
Board to approve the January 19, 2022, Preneed Recovery Fund Committee Meeting Minutes 
as presented.  Board President Edward Nurre stated that because the chairperson of the 
committee made the motion, a second of the motion was not necessary.  Chairperson Horne 
asked for discussion on the motion.  There was no discussion. 



 

Page 2 of 3 
 

Motion by George Horne 

Roll-call vote: Yes: Amanda Crates, George Horne, Edward Nurre 

Final Resolution: Motion Carries 3/0 

 

Mr. Horne stated that the next item on the meeting agenda is consideration of applications from individuals 

seeking reimbursement from the Preneed Recovery Fund.  

 

Mr. Horne asked Derek Bogner to introduce the first application for consideration.  Mr. Bogner thanked Mr. 

Horne and announced the committee would consider a tabled application for reimbursement first presented at 

the January 19, 2022, Preneed Recovery Fund Committee Meeting.  He added that during the January meeting, 

the Committee requested additional research into the eligibility and application requirements of COVID-19 

Funeral Assistance offered by FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency).  Derek Bogner shared that 

Board Counselor Stephanie Slone had conducted the research.  Mr. Horne asked Attorney Slone if she could 

apprise committee members of her research. 

 

Stephanie Slone stated that the FEMA application process for COVID-19 Funeral Assistance instructs applicants 

to call and speak with a representative who assists with the application.  During the process, applicants are 

explicitly asked if they’ve received any other reimbursement prior to application or if any source(s) of payment 

is available specifically to pay for funeral services.  Ms. Slone stated this inquiry refers to pre-paid funeral 

contracts, pre-paid trusts, Medicaid benefit, government programs, etc.  If the applicant’s answer is affirmative, 

they are not eligible to continue application for FEMA funds for this would be considered a duplication of 

payment.  

 

An applicant must provide documentation showing they incurred COVID-19 related funeral expenses.  Ms. 

Slone informed that FEMA has an investigatory process in place in case there is suspicion of fraud.  

 

Ms. Slone stated this committee and board is not responsible for any investigatory process of an applicant to 

the Board’s Preneed Recovery Fund, if it is discovered the applicant received FEMA assistance or applies to 

FEMA after a decision from the Ohio Board of Embalmers and Funeral Directors.  Ms. Slone reminded that 

FEMA has taken responsibility for qualifying their applicants and conducting any follow up inquiry related to the 

application and/or reimbursement payment.  She cautioned that the Board should not want the responsibility 

or burden of an investigation. 

 

Mr. Horne thanked Ms. Slone for her briefing.  There was discussion among committee members, and between 

the Committee and Ms. Slone, about her comments. 

 

Mr. Horne requested of Mr. Bogner to read aloud the compliance case summary and his recommendation for 

approval for reimbursement in case number CO2022-17845prf.  There was discussion among committee 

members about information within the application. 

 

William Wappner commented that FEMA will reimburse up to $9,000.00 per deceased individual. 

 

Mr. Horne asked if there was any further discussion about the application for reimbursement in case number 

CO2022-17845prf.  There was none. 
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Edward Nurre moved for the Committee to provide a recommendation to the Board to approve the application 

for reimbursement in compliance case number CO2022-17845prf and issue a reimbursement payment in the 

amount of $6,000.00 from the preneed recovery fund.  The motion was seconded by Amanda Crates.  

Chairperson Horne asked for discussion on the motion.  There was no discussion. 

 

Motion by Edward Nurre , second by Amanda Crates 

Roll-call vote: Yes: Amanda Crates, George Horne, Edward Nurre 

Final Resolution: Motion Carries 3/0 

 

George Horne asked if there was any further business to come before the Preneed Recovery Fund Committee.  

There was none. 

 

George Horne moved for the committee to adjourn its meeting.  The motion was seconded by Edward Nurre. 

 

Motion by George Horne, second by Edward Nurre 

Roll-call vote: Yes: Amanda Crates, George Horne, Edward Nurre 

Final Resolution: Motion Carries 3/0 

 

Chairperson Horne thanked all for attending the committee meeting. 

 

February 16, 2022, meeting of the Preneed Recovery Fund Committee adjourned at 10:22 a.m. 


